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and explained to Moses. To him too the world owes much, for he wrote the sublime commencement of Genesis ; but just as the Jehovist did infinite mischief by affording a basis for the theology of St. Paul, so the Elohist did infinite mischief by his magnificent account of the Creation. As compared with the ordinary cosmogonies it was sanity itself; but in the hands of the bigots who gave law to the Christian Church from the thirteenth century almost to our own day, it kept back science for more than five hundred years.
The ideas of the Elohist were very different, in many ways, from those of the Jehovist. He had never heard of any son of Adam save Seth. It is highly probable that his ten generations of patriarchs, Methuselah and the rest, were the equivalent of the ten mythical kings who, in the Chaldasan system of chronology, filled up the interval between the Creation and the Deluge.
The information which was to be obtained at Jerusalem, and not in the North, enabled him to insert in his narrative the exceedingly valuable glimpse into the earliest antiquity contained in Genesis x., and to him too we owe the Decalogue. The Book of the Covenant or Alliance was the germ of what was to be eventually the